Doris Beaver’s
SEEING THE ROUND CORNERS
November 9, 2015
ASK AGAIN – DOES YOUR VOTE COUNT?
   The votes have been counted for yet another election. The voters in Gilpin  County were given yet another opportunity to vote yet again on a matter already voted on – term limits. This time the idea of giving commissioners in office the option of running for a third term (after serving two terms) was put on the ballot by sitting commissioners using the resolution process, obviously hoping voters had forgotten their vote “way back when” for term limits. Nothing disingenuous about that!!!
   The turnout in this off-Presidential election year was indeed a sad statement on civic responsibility to vote, with the unofficial count on the 1B term limits matter at 892 against and 598 for. Elected officials, after gaining office, quickly gain awareness that the off-Presidential election year is the best opportunity for getting something like 1B passed.
   Voters in Colorado do seem to have a problem with getting their message through to legislators. No sooner are the votes tallied in November than sitting/elected legislators down under the Gold Dome start the process to draft legislation to undo that which was voted on in the just-prior November election. The most memorable examples of this:
1. 2005 – On the 2004 ballot was the personnel changes rejected by voters. Problem:  The Owens Administration adopted and put into force, for a total vote of 52,990 many of the new procedures included in the November ballot measure “less than a year after voters rejected the ideas at the ballot box.”
   According to a Denver Post editorial, the president of the Colorado Federation of Public Employees, Jo Romero, was quoted as saying: 1) “The temporary work provision 'allows a temporary workforce that can circumvent full-time jobs' and that comes with full benefits.” “This is all about patronage, which is what voters voted against.”
2. 2004 – Amendment 37 was passed by Colorado voters and required that renewable energy sources increase from 3 percent on the first year to 10 percent by 2017. Then in 2005, House Bill 1281 upped the amount to 20 percent by 2020. The legislation (Amendment 37) included the option to allow municipal utilities and member-owned cooperatives to opt out of the requirements through a vote of their customers which they took advantage of.
   United Power gave as its reason for opting out, “Although Amendment 37 passed statewide, it was strongly carried by votes in Denver County and the metro area, and small pockets of affluent voters throughout the state,” claiming “A careful analysis of the 2004 results of just the precincts in our service territory showed that our members were split on the issue.”
   Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA) spent $100,000.00 to hire Patrick Michaels, a global warming skeptic, as a consultant. IREA ultimately held an election about opting out of the requirements of House Bill 1281 and which won 41,842 (79 percent) to 11,148 (21 percent), for a total vote of 52,990 votes. The 79 percent sounds impressive until you consider the total number of customers IREA has.
   Noteworthy is that IREA had 134,000 customers at the time and is one of Colorado's largest rural electric cooperatives – no where near half of its customer base voted. Not exactly a majority rules vote!
3. 2006 – Real estate brokers represent only a segment of Colorado voters (45,000 brokers), but a law passed in May 2005, required brokers to undergo a criminal record check every time they renew their three-year licenses. That same year, the Colorado Real Estate Commission took upon itself to give a reprieve to brokers who were up for renewal, but didn't get their criminal information in on time. In 2006, there were still brokers operating illegally more than a year after the law went into effect. The consequences are not exactly minor:  Getting caught without properly renewing a license means the license can be taken away permanently, and can cause liability-insurance problems. (Note, the Colorado Real Estate Commissioner is not a legislator, but is an elected official sworn to uphold the laws of Colorado.)
   Now for a column which appeared on August 2, 2010, “Does Your Vote Count?'
August 2, 2010
DOES YOUR VOTE COUNT? . . .  

With the 2010 primary election only a few days away, it seems appropriate to pen a few words about voting in elections – what it means if you don’t vote, and yes, what it means if you do; i.e., besides selecting the winner, be it the lesser of two evils.  

Human beings (HBs) are a unique creation, regardless of who you the voter believes is the creator. Most HBs unwillingly find themselves being manipulated during election years. We have only to look at this year, a year of supposed recovery “from the worst recession since the great depression.” Oh how that term has worn thin with so many people!    

Far too often voters put forth little or no effort in becoming informed about all the candidates before going to the polls or marking that mail-in ballot. The incumbent has had a full term to get their name before the public, and yes, always at taxpayer expense.  
Think! The Notice of Valuation has the county assessor’s name on it; the numerous items relating to motor vehicle, elections and property recordings sent to residents by the county clerk and recorder; the tax bill sent to property owners by the county treasurer – all have the office holder’s name. Never are those pieces of official mail sent out without the officer holder’s name before the official county office, whether it be the assessor, clerk and recorder or treasurer. By re-election time, that elected official, a/k/a the incumbent, has had at least four years of free advertising at taxpayer expense, and sometimes multiple terms.  
How often have you the reader heard a voter actually admit to voting for someone whose sign they saw on the way to the polls, if they were not familiar with the candidates, or for other various and sundry lame reasons? Far too often this writer has heard that “refrain”!!! That is how voters end up with incompetent incumbents back in office far too often, and incumbents count on this scenario. It is also the reason so many voters can be manipulated by those last-minute smear ads televised for mere propaganda purposes. In county level elections, the propaganda is spread by gossip mongering because voters simply do not take the time to become informed, or end up relying on hearsay/second hand information from a neighbor, friend or relative.  
When you the voter go to vote, consider these points:  
· By voting if you are not informed about the candidates running, you still give your consent to those elected officials to act on your behalf;  
· Not voting withholds consent, but by that act, you must still accept the outcome of the election; and
· Carl Watner made this statement in an anthology about the Dissenting Electorate:  “Truth does not depend upon a majority vote.”  
Far too many voters do not bother to vote in the primary election. That failure allows those who do vote to select the candidates you have to choose from in the November General Election. Think about that! Being left with a choice between the lesser of two evils still means they are evil.  
Voters in Gilpin County have the unusual experience this election of having choices in the Republican Primary for the Clerk and Recorder race, for Sheriff and for District 2 Commissioner. The Democratic Primary finds a single candidate in each of those races.  
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
